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NEWS › TECHNOLOGY

January 29, 2015 12:00 p.m.  Updated 01/29/2015

Porn and the snowbound workforce
Seems all those bored employees stuck at home during this week's "snowpocalypse" led
to a huge surge of P.C. infections from malware and spyware tied to randy users visiting
pornography websites. Hope that's not a company-provided laptop, buster.

By Thornton McEnery K

City and state officials may have breathed public sighs of relief after the Blizzard That Wasn't spared the Big Apple, but
millions of bored New Yorkers stuck at home Monday and Tuesday with readily available Internet and curious minds
allowed for an entirely different threat to emerge. 

According to data compiled by anti-virus program developer Enigma Software m, there was a blizzard of hacker activity
in New York City during the snowstorm, with reports of infections from spyware and malware almost doubling their
normal rates. Infection reports from 20,000 Enigma customers in the five boroughs showed a 98% spike, compared
with what was reported over the previous 30 days. But while foul weather might look like the primary cause of increased
exposure to hackers, the real danger emerges from the behaviors of people stuck inside for long periods of time.

The phenomenon of storms leading to increased software security violations is not rare, said Patrick Morganelli,
Enigma's senior vice president of technology. "Any time there is a major weather event that keeps more people indoors
and online, we see a spike in Internet traffic and a spike in infections," he said. 

article continues below advertisement

Mr. Morganelli said that last year's blizzard, which buried Buffalo under six feet of snow, led to a 60% spike in hacker-
caused infections, mostly for one arousing reason. "We're not saying that everyone stuck indoors is going online to adult
sites," Mr. Morganelli said. "But that kind of activity definitely causes the bulk of the infections we find." 

According to Mr. Morganelli, increased levels of malware infections go almost hand-in-hand with increased traffic to porn
sites. Adult-content platform Pornhub reported a 21% increase in traffic from New York City-based users during this
week's storm, paralleling what Mr. Morganelli and his colleagues saw from a security standpoint earlier in the week. 

For randier New Yorkers who might have been home with work-provided laptops, the blizzard malware infections could
cause more than just an uncomfortable chat with human resources. 

"If you're connected to your company's servers and doing something you shouldn't ... wow," he said. "That could cause
major repercussions in their corporate network, and that's very bad." 

And if these data weren't enough to make New Yorkers blush with embarrassment, it should be noted that in Boston—
where the storm hit hardest—Enigma saw only a 60% increase in infections during the snow days.

TECHNOLOGY BOROUGHS DATA WEATHER NEW YORK NEW YORK CITY

    k c f g

Ap

https://home.crainsnewyork.com/clickshare/logout.do?CSResumeURL=/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.crainsnewyork.com%252Farticle%252F20150129%252FTECHNOLOGY%252F150129808%252Fporn-and-the-snowbound-workforce
https://home.crainsnewyork.com/clickshare/logout.do?CSResumeURL=/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.crainsnewyork.com%252Farticle%252F20150129%252FTECHNOLOGY%252F150129808%252Fporn-and-the-snowbound-workforce
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/section/contact-us
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/subscribe
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/news
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/opinion
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/features
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/section/issues
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/events-calendar
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/data-center
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/multimedia
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/newsletters
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/resources
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/resources/executive-moves
mailto:?subject=Check%20out%20this%20page%20from%20CrainsNewYork.com&body=http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20150129/TECHNOLOGY/150129808
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/news
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/news/industries/technology
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/staff/Thornton-McEnery
http://twitter.com/ThorntonMcEnery
http://www.enigmasoftware.com/
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/news/industries/technology
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/topics/4238/Boroughs
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/topics/4046/Data
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/topics/3954/weather
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/topics/2202/New-York
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/topics/2203/New-York-City
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Porn+and+the+snowbound+workforce&url=http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20150129/TECHNOLOGY/150129808&via=crainsnewyork
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20150129/TECHNOLOGY/150129808&title=Porn+and+the+snowbound+workforce
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20150129/TECHNOLOGY/150129808&title=Porn+and+the+snowbound+workforce&source=http://www.crainsnewyork.com
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/bookmarklet/?media=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crainsnewyork.com&url=http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20150129/TECHNOLOGY/150129808&is_video=false&description=Porn+and+the+snowbound+workforce
https://www.instapaper.com/edit?url=http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20150129/TECHNOLOGY/150129808&title=Porn+and+the+snowbound+workforce
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/


p LoginA

Register

Contact Us

Subscribe

NEWS ▶

OPINION ▶

FEATURES ▶

CURRENT ISSUE ▶

EVENTS ▶

DATA & LISTS ▶

MULTIMEDIA ▶

NEWSLETTERS ▶

CUSTOM CONTENT ▶

EXECUTIVE MOVES ▶

INDUSTRY COVERAGE ▶

LATEST

advertisement

CRAIN'S RECOMMENDS

FROM AROUND THE WEB

BUSINESS LISTS

2017 Book of Lists

Minority-Owned Businesses

Women-Owned Businesses

Top Manhattan Office Leases

Health Pulse 2016 Compensation Database

RESOURCES

Executive Moves

Events Calendar

Data Center

For The Record

Will Uber drivers repeat their folly?

How issues between Building Trades and...

Building tension at Hudson Yards

Casper | Hesperios | Mama Fina's House of...

Ap

https://home.crainsnewyork.com/clickshare/logout.do?CSResumeURL=/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.crainsnewyork.com%252Farticle%252F20150129%252FTECHNOLOGY%252F150129808%252Fporn-and-the-snowbound-workforce
https://home.crainsnewyork.com/clickshare/logout.do?CSResumeURL=/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.crainsnewyork.com%252Farticle%252F20150129%252FTECHNOLOGY%252F150129808%252Fporn-and-the-snowbound-workforce
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/section/contact-us
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/subscribe
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/news
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/opinion
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/features
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/section/issues
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/events-calendar
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/data-center
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/multimedia
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/newsletters
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/resources
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/resources/executive-moves
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/data-lists/business-lists/details/30/2706819/2017-book-of-lists
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/data-lists/business-lists/details/30/2706846/minority-owned-businesses
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/data-lists/business-lists/details/30/2706844/women-owned-businesses
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/data-lists/business-lists/details/30/3445799/top-manhattan-office-leases
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/data-lists/business-lists/details/30/3445241/health-pulse-2016-compensation-database
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/resources/executive-moves
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/events-calendar
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/data-lists/business-lists
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/topics/3995/For-the-Record
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20180312/TRANSPORTATION/180319993/will-uber-drivers-repeat-their-folly
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20180312/REAL_ESTATE/180309887/how-tension-between-the-building-and-construction-trades-council-and
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20180312/FEATURES/180319996/building-tension-at-hudson-yards
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20180311/PROFESSIONAL_SERVICES/180309901/for-the-record-casper-hesperios-mama-finas-house-of-filipino-sisig
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20180311/TRANSPORTATION/180319994/icymi-it-doesnt-take-a-genius-to-see-mta-needs-better-ideas
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/


p LoginA

Register

Contact Us

Subscribe

NEWS ▶

OPINION ▶

FEATURES ▶

CURRENT ISSUE ▶

EVENTS ▶

DATA & LISTS ▶

MULTIMEDIA ▶

NEWSLETTERS ▶

CUSTOM CONTENT ▶

EXECUTIVE MOVES ▶

INDUSTRY COVERAGE ▶

MOST POPULAR

It doesn't take a genius to see MTA needs...

And the winning bidder for Brooklyn's...

Williamsburg loft building hits the market...

Hudson Yards megaproject sues over 'corrupt' ...

The future of food carts is corporate

Ambitious warehouse project will seek twice...

RELATED NEWS

CommonBond goes from disruptor to player

Amy Pascal to step down as co-chairman of Sony

Investors gamble on horse-betting site

Detroit, of all places, nips at Silicon Alley's heels

Fox, News Corp. won't be charged over hacking

Staten Island Chuck survives to predict an early spring

Ap

https://home.crainsnewyork.com/clickshare/logout.do?CSResumeURL=/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.crainsnewyork.com%252Farticle%252F20150129%252FTECHNOLOGY%252F150129808%252Fporn-and-the-snowbound-workforce
https://home.crainsnewyork.com/clickshare/logout.do?CSResumeURL=/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.crainsnewyork.com%252Farticle%252F20150129%252FTECHNOLOGY%252F150129808%252Fporn-and-the-snowbound-workforce
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/section/contact-us
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/subscribe
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/news
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/opinion
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/features
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/section/issues
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/events-calendar
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/data-center
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/multimedia
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/newsletters
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/resources
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/resources/executive-moves
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20180311/TRANSPORTATION/180319994/icymi-it-doesnt-take-a-genius-to-see-mta-needs-better-ideas
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20180308/REAL_ESTATE/180309909/and-the-winning-bidder-for-brooklyns-kensington-stables-is
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20180309/REAL_ESTATE/180309892/williamsburg-loft-building-hits-the-market-for-52m
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20180306/REAL_ESTATE/180309930/hudson-yards-megaproject-sues-over-corrupt-unions
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20180306/FEATURES/180309968/the-future-of-food-carts-is-corporate
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20180306/REAL_ESTATE/180309932/ambitious-warehouse-project-will-seek-twice-the-usual-rent
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20150205/TECHNOLOGY/150209906
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20150205/TECHNOLOGY/150209900
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20150204/HOSPITALITY_TOURISM/150209926
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20150203/TECHNOLOGY/150209958
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20150202/ENTERTAINMENT/150209971
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20150202/NEWS/150209997
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/


p LoginA

Register

Contact Us

Subscribe

NEWS ▶

OPINION ▶

FEATURES ▶

CURRENT ISSUE ▶

EVENTS ▶

DATA & LISTS ▶

MULTIMEDIA ▶

NEWSLETTERS ▶

CUSTOM CONTENT ▶

EXECUTIVE MOVES ▶

INDUSTRY COVERAGE ▶

    

Wintry mess affects flights at NYC-area airports

AOL to layoff 150 employees, fold two sites

Pure-tech startup Datadog raises $31M

Now you, too, can invest in the next Facebook

New York almost first for tech IPOs, M&As

kcfgd
News ▶

Resources ▶

Custom Content ▶

Broadcast ▶

Opinion ▶

Subscribe to Crain's ▶

Email Newsletters ▶

Crain Communications ▶

Events ▶

About Crain's New York Business ▶

Features ▶

Current Issue

Ap

https://home.crainsnewyork.com/clickshare/logout.do?CSResumeURL=/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.crainsnewyork.com%252Farticle%252F20150129%252FTECHNOLOGY%252F150129808%252Fporn-and-the-snowbound-workforce
https://home.crainsnewyork.com/clickshare/logout.do?CSResumeURL=/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.crainsnewyork.com%252Farticle%252F20150129%252FTECHNOLOGY%252F150129808%252Fporn-and-the-snowbound-workforce
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/section/contact-us
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/subscribe
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/news
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/opinion
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/features
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/section/issues
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/events-calendar
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/data-center
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/multimedia
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/newsletters
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/resources
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/resources/executive-moves
https://twitter.com/CrainsNewYork/
https://www.facebook.com/crainsnewyork/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/6261?trk=tyah&trkInfo=clickedVertical%3Acompany%2CclickedEntityId%3A6261%2Cidx%3A3-1-3%2CtarId%3A1453235332216%2Ctas%3Acrains%20new%20york
https://www.pinterest.com/crainsnewyork/
https://www.instagram.com/crainsnewyork/
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20150202/NEWS/150209997
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20150202/TRANSPORTATION/150209998
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20150130/TECHNOLOGY/150139993
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20150129/TECHNOLOGY/150129809
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20150128/TECHNOLOGY/150129843
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20150127/TECHNOLOGY/150129872
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/section/custom-content
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/


p LoginA

Register

Contact Us

Subscribe

NEWS ▶

OPINION ▶

FEATURES ▶

CURRENT ISSUE ▶

EVENTS ▶

DATA & LISTS ▶

MULTIMEDIA ▶

NEWSLETTERS ▶

CUSTOM CONTENT ▶

EXECUTIVE MOVES ▶

INDUSTRY COVERAGE ▶

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Entire contents © 2018 Crain Communications Inc.

Ap

https://home.crainsnewyork.com/clickshare/logout.do?CSResumeURL=/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.crainsnewyork.com%252Farticle%252F20150129%252FTECHNOLOGY%252F150129808%252Fporn-and-the-snowbound-workforce
https://home.crainsnewyork.com/clickshare/logout.do?CSResumeURL=/clickshare/forceLogin.do?CSAuthReq=1&CSTargetURL=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.crainsnewyork.com%252Farticle%252F20150129%252FTECHNOLOGY%252F150129808%252Fporn-and-the-snowbound-workforce
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/section/contact-us
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/subscribe
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/news
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/opinion
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/features
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/section/issues
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/events-calendar
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/data-center
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/multimedia
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/newsletters
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/resources
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/resources/executive-moves
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20180311/NEWS/180309885
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/subscribe
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/misc/crain-publications.html
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/

