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Malware spike during winter storm attributed to boosted porn

traffic

You have to pass the time somehow.

While Winter Storm Jonas was blanketing the east coast last week, a storm of malware was hitting the
computers of those trapped inside by the snow. According to security firm EnigmaSoftware, virus infections
skyrocketed  during the blizzard.

EnigmaSoftware, the makers of antivirus tool SpyHunter, noticed a significant spike in the number of viruses
reported on computers of their users in the North East. What the found was an average increase of 69 percent
in infections in states with the most snowfall. 
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Massachusetts saw the biggest jump in malicious software, increasing nearly 105 percent over the average
rate. Maryland spiked by over 90 percent, while New York and Connecticut both jumped by over 80 percent.
The major population centers of those states also saw massive amounts of malware infections: Boston had a
150 percent spike, New York City increased 90 percent, and Washington D.C. jumped 88 percent. 

According to Ryan Gerding, a spokesperson for Enigma Software, this type of event is pretty common when
it comes to storms; people are more likely to stay inside and in turn more likely to be exposed to some sort of
virus. “The more online activity, the more infections,” he said.

Gerding explained the company saw a similar occurrence in 2014 when Buffalo, New York was hit with 88
inches of snow over the course of a week in November. During that time, the rate of infection in the city
increased by over 40 percent.

Jonas also took place primarily on Friday and Saturday, days where Internet usage increase anyway. Gerding
said the numbers in the cities hit by snow still outpaced other cities by a significant margin. Cities like Los
Angeles, Seattle, and Kansas City, for example, saw a variance from their standard rate of only 10 percent or
so—in some cases, there was actually a drop off. Those figures are fairly typical, whereas the cities and states
trapped under the eye of Jonas were getting hit by malware at extraordinary rates.

The correlation to snowfall and rate of malware wasn’t exactly direct, either; West Virginia got the most
snow, but had an infection increase of 46 percent, It was still higher than average, but not as high as other
states that got less snow.

So what caused the increase in infections while the snow was falling? EnigmaSoftware theorizes it was likely
from porn. Gerding said they can’t track the origin of each infection, just what the infection is, but it’s likely
that visiting sites that host adult content played a significant factor in the figures.

“We’re not suggesting everyone on the east coast sat inside and watched porn all day,” Gerding insisted. The
theory makes sense, especially given the activity spike on Tinder during the storm and the influx of hookup
requests that appeared on Craigslist. If those attempts led to a dead end, well, we know where users are likely
to go next.

But evidence might not back the theory—at least not completely. Porn Hub didn’t report any noteworthy
increases in activity on its site during the storm. Data provided to the Daily Dot from xHamster showed the
state of New York moving into the top five in user activity on the site during the storm, but no other state hit
with heavy snowfall cracked that list. 

A spokesperson for xHamster did explain that the number of new users on the increased incrementally
starting from January 20, with the average time spent on the site at nine to 10 minutes. January 21 and 22
were the peak days of content consumption, with an average of 10 pages viewed per session.

At best, it appeared the increase in porn viewing was moderate—at least for two popular sites. Enigma
Software also theorized that online shopping may have played a factor, with bored folk searching for a new
pair of boots to survive in their winter wonderland and wind up clicking a link that takes them to a malicious
site, perhaps.
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Torrent activity also seems like a likely cause, though Gerding didn’t have comment on that possibility. 
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‘Glee’ star arrested for possession of child pornography

Mark Salling was arrested in Los Angeles Tuesday.
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